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THE CONCEPT

What is a city? What makes a city? How could you create a city nowadays? These were
the questions we deliberated over during the design process.

Although New Belgrade - the urban environment - was formed by noble modernist
principles (such as orthogonal network system, wide motorways, monofunctional blocks,
huge green areas, small building footprints), time has passed these ideas. And that's
these thoughts were readable only in relation with the traditional urban tissue, as a critic
of the conventional. Such overall modernist structure terminates every positive
characteristics of the traditional town, hence disappear all the features that make the city
a real city.

Presumably the contradiction, the coexistence, the interaction, the mingling of private
and common, the heterogeneity of old and new, the force of public spirit and
spontaneousity are the components of a real city. These factors can't be designed. These
only can generate or help the living city at best.

There are two ways to realise the huge given program (160.000 m2) on a plot at this size
(120.000 m2). You can plan a homogenic low-rise solid built-up or you can use the loose
structure of high blocks of the modern urbanism. We felt uncomfortable with the first
knowing the urban environment. The second was rejected of its well-known negatives.

Our final concept is to enhance the benefits of these two build-ups. This has two levels.
The lower one is homogenic and defines the measure of the street-walker citizen. The
upper one is the level of the projected modernist blocks combining the emphasises of the
modern city with the density of the traditional city.
First we made a rigid site-structure (small equal square building plots - blocks)
analogously of New Belgrade's grid, then we adjusted it to the key points and the
contour-lines of the site. And after that it became a unique organic citypart.

The predicted elements of the area:

The existing building of the Faculty of Drama Arts, which stretches over three blocks.
Contrary to the shown solution we envisaged the extension in a separate building.
Functionally it seems to be vulnerable, but it makes sense if you think about the phasing,
and meanwhile this kind of division generates the usage of the public places
automatically.

The new buildings which are formed following the previously reviewed methodology.

The traffic-line grid enmeshing the public places between the buildings. These
perpendicular roads connect the on-ground and the under-ground parking. Instead of
the detached asphalt roads this is mix-used pavement.
Beside this road-system there is a public space-system consists of the inside garden
and the foreground of the separate buildings. These connecting places dissolve the
boarder-line of the inner and the outer spaces.

The way we treated the green areas is an important part of the concept. Instead of huge
unmaintainable green fields, we adopted relatively smaller diffuse green places which
gives a permanent green existence on the site.

MODERNIST BUILDING BLOCKS NEW BUILDINGSTRADITIONAL BUILDING BLOCKS
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FUNCTIONAL DISTRIBUTION

Most of the function predicted on the site is for education. Except the existing Faculty of
Drama Arts, all the buildings (university, research center, science institute, even the
secondary school) have scientific purpose basically. We placed service functions (coffees,
restaurants and others) for the needs of the thousands of the employees and visitors.

PHASING

The envisaged midsized-blocked build-up concept ensures the required phasing program
as well as a whole different scenario.

NEW BUILDINGS' FUNCTIONS CENTRE FOR PROMOTION OF SCIENCE FACULTY OF DRAMA EXTENSION SCIENCE INSTITUTE RESEARCH BUILDINGS GYMNASIUM OF MATHEMATICS UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS GREEN ZONES/LEISURE

BUILDING PHASES 1st PHASE 2nd PHASE 3rd PHASE 4th PHASE 5th PHASE FINAL STATE
CENTRE FOR PROMOTION OF SCIENCE FACULTY OF DRAMA EXTENSIONRESEARCH BUILDING UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS REST OF THE BUILDINGS

THE BUILDING

The symbolic building of the area is the Centre for Promotion of Science, which is inspired
to be a meeting place for Science and wide Public. This fills the building with some kind
of sacredness, which we wanted to visualise either way.
Although the program could have been extended and flat, we suggested a dominant
high-rise measured building, which could be the main symbol of the area.

Fallowing this thinking we got to a cube of 48x48x48m. The core of the building is the
"Space" (the Empty) in which the separate functions are levitating. These functions are
rowed on a ramp-system spiralling behind the glasswalls of the cube enclosing the space
inside, giving the facade and the main circulation of the building. The ramp starts in the
main lobby, which is worked out as a covered public square continuing the outer space
inside. The end of the snaking ramp is the Science Garden on the rooftop, which is in
close connection with the main lobby on the groundfloor by panoramic elevators. This
could shortcut the long way up full of experience and spectacle of the inside space. Three
huge pillars, and the vertical reinforced concrete cores of the stairwells and elevators
gives the main supporting system for the more than one level high Large-span Structure
of the roof. The outer side of the ramps and the inner corners of the swimming boxes are
suspending of this massive construction by slender wires. That is how in the inner space
there is no supporting element, and this fact enhances the dramatic appearance.
The sphere-shaped Planetarium is placed on the top floor in the main permanent
exhibition space. The lower part of the sphere accommodates the Panoramic Coffee,
which gives a breathtaking view of the interior and the city of Belgrade as well.

Estimated total building cost is: 1000 Euro/m2 x 11 983 m2 = 11 983 000 Euro
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milutina milankovića

arsenija ćarnojevića boulevard (E75)

SECTION_1

OMLADINSKIH BRIGADA BULEVAR UMETNOSH

SECTION_2

ARSENIJA ČARNEJOVIĆA BOULEVARD BULEVAR MILUTINA MILANKOVINA

MASTERPLAN AND SECTIONS 2SCIENCE AND ART CAMPUS URBAN DESIGN 1:1000
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